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18TH CENTURY CARICATURE
- ‘AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING
THE CLOCK TAX’ (1797) - BY
CHARLES ANSELL

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1190167

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 53 cm (20.9")

Width = 43 cm (16.9")

Depth = 2 cm (0.8")

Description

‘AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING THE CLOCK TAX’ (1797) - BY CHARLES ANSELL AFTER  GEORGE MOUTARD
WOODWARD PUBLISHED BY S.W.FORES (1761-1838). A fine caricature etching with original hand colouring
which satirises British Prime Minister William Pitt the Younger. Pitt imposed a tax on clocks and watches to raise
revenue for Britain's war efforts against Revolutionary France. The tax was five shillings on every clock (even those
in private homes), two shillings and sixpence on silver watches, and ten shillings on gold watches. The tax proved
immensely unpopular, nearly ruined manufacturers, and was repealed after only nine months.  Ansell uses a visual
pun on the word “clock" in his print where we see an anxious delegate from the "Society of Hosiers" asks the
Prime Minister, William Pitt, if the new tax will extend to the "clocks upon stockings". "Clock" in this context refers
to an ornamental pattern, often embroidered on the ankle of a stocking. Pitt is depicted with a list of other trivial
taxable items, such as "shoe strings, knee strings, hair strings, etc.". Stocking “Clocks" were a common name for the
decorative, embroidered panels found on 18th-century stockings, usually runni...
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