
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1174699

RARE 18TH CENTURY
CARVED WOOD PORTRAIT
MEDALLION OF ALEXANDER
POPE (1688-1724).

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1174699

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 36 cm (14.2")

Width = 28 cm (11.0")

Depth = 3 cm (1.2")

Description

Fine and rare 18th century portrait medallion of celebrated English poet and translator Alexander Pope.   Of oval
form and carved in high relief, this work is carved from one piece of solid hardwood. Pope faces right in profile,
within a gilded frame, and he wears the laurel crown which symbolises the triumph of a poet or genius. This fine,
rare and highly decorative work is in unmolested condition, and retains a large proportion of its original patina.
Alexander Pope (1688-1744)  The son of a linen-draper, Pope was first noticed by Jacob Tonson who published
his Pastorals in 1709. With The Rape of the Lock 1712, and his translations of Homer, Pope became the most
formidable literary figure of his day, with a large circle of friends and enemies. Primarily a satirical poet and of
unsurpassed metrical skill, he wrote 'what oft was thought, but ne'er so well expressed'. A friend of Swift and Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu, and famous in the history of landscape gardening for the grounds of his villa at
Twickenham, he was revered as one of the great personalities of the age.   Measures: 36cm high by 28cm wide
and 3cm deep
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