SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1130301

Late 19th-Century Russian
Orthodox, Crucifixion Icon
With Blue Enamelling

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1130301

Date of manufacture: 1880

Dimensions
Height = 22 cm (8.7")

Width = 14 cm (5.5")
Depth =1 cm (0.4")

Description

This exquisite late 19th-century Russian crucifixion icon depicts Christ on the cross at Golgotha. It's comprised of
silver copper alloy with areas of blue enamelling and detailed relief work. Popular during the 18th and 1%th
centuries, metal icons offered both portability and durability, enabling the owner to carry a token of their faith at
all times. They often survived continual use and, as such, were passed down through generations of the same
family. The Orthodox cross is similar to the Christian cross with the addition of a crossbeam as Christ’s feet. In
Greek churches, the crossbeam is straight but in Russia, it's slanted. As you can see, it's slanted upwards towards
Christ’s right hand to represent the belief that followers ascend to Heaven, while non-believers descend to Hell.
Also known as ‘blessing crosses’, iconography was often consistently reused. At the very top is an image of God
depicted as an elderly bearded man, together with two angels. These are facing diagonally downwards towards
Christ, who is flanked on either side by the initials IC and XC, which is an abbreviation of ‘Jesus Christ’. Alongside
the cross, two lines ascend from the lower portion...
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