SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1211836

Reversable chess board and
Sorrento ware tray with bronze
chess pieces ¢.1880

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1211836

Date of manufacture: 1880

Description

This exceptional and very rare Italian late 19th century Sorrento ware olive wood reversible chess board tray is the
best | have ever seen. The large tray has hinged, reversible wooden handles that swivel from one side to the
other, offering a large, very fine Sorrento ware marquetry drinks tray on one side which has a large panoramic
central panel with marquetry figures depicting couples celebrating and dancing together. The fine marquetry
panel is surrounded with an intricate inlaid boarder with a broad cross banded surround, which is finished with a
raised and moulded edge. When the tray is turned over and the handles reversed, the opposite side has a large
inlaid chequered chessboard with a plain space to each side for opponent’s pieces taken in a tournament. The
chess set is completed with a rare early 20th century solid bronze novelty chess set which is in a form taken from
Roman Italy with an emperor and empress, classical horses, standard bearers, Roman towers and foot soldiers.
The one half of this decorative chess set is patinated bronze and the other gilt bronze. The pieces are of a good,
large size and have a very tactile weight in the hand. They are in v...
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