SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1039515

Late 18th Century Bilston
enamelled patch box
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'l'he Face of One
Item Reference: SA1039515

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 2.3 cm (0.9")

Width = 4.5 cm (1.8")
Depth = 3.5 cm (1.4")

Description

'Within this Box You there may fee The Face of One that's dear to me' - this charming oval 18th Century Bilston
patch box, with its pink ground enamelled base, is particularly attractive. English enamelling from this period rarely
survives in a perfect state of preservation. Some degree of wear is acceptable, especially when considering its age,
fragility, and usage. These decorative and finely made boxes contained beauty marks or patches, sometimes to
hide facial blemishes. These patches were often simply round, but as their popularity grew in the second half of
the eighteenth century, hearts, moons or stars were not uncommon. Where the patch was placed could act as a
visual code - a patch by the eye meant the person was passionate, whilst one by the lips was considered flirtatious.
Overall this box is in remarkably good condition. with only some fine crazing to its delicate enamelled interior, and
wear to the surface of what appears to be the original mirror. It forms part of a lovely collection that was recently
offered to us by a client based in Surrey - each example was purchased from the same leading London, Bond
Street retailer, by the previous owner's family. Ha...
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