SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA971379

Large bronze 19th Century
bronze Torchere, signed
Coutan.

Price

GBP 55,000

| USD $74,987 | EUR 64,180

Item Reference: SA971379

Date of manufacture: 1860

Dimensions
Height = 180 cm (70.9")

Width = 60 cm (23.6")
Depth = 50 cm (19.7")

Description

This very fine patinated bronze figural torchere modeled as a classically clad female musician holding a mandolin
and a marble torch. This symbolic representation of Music, falls within Coutan’s allegorical work. We have a
number of marble pedestals this Torchere would stand on. Inscribed on base: Coutan, Thiébaut Freres, Fondeurs.
Jules-Félix Coutan (22 September 1848 - 23 February 1939) is considered to be one of the most gifted French
sculptors and designers of the 19th and early 20th centuries Coutan studied under the renowned Pierre-Jules
Cavelier at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, and was awarded the Prix de Rome in 1872; after his return to Paris
he executed the fountain group France Bearing the Torch of Civilization for the Exposition Universelle (1889), one
of the two prominent sculptural commissions for the Exposition grounds.[1] Later he taught at the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts from 1900, where he expressed his disdain for the researches of Rodin— fumiste—[2] and the
Impressionist sculptors who followed him. Coutan was elected to the Académie des Beaux-Arts in 1905.[3]
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