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Axel Nordgren, Alpine
Landscape With Waterfall -
Antique Oil Painting
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Sold

Item Reference: SA1092708

Date of manufacture: 1870

Dimensions
Height = 102 cm (40.2")

Width = 118 cm (46.5")

Depth = 4 cm (1.6")

Description

This extensive late 19th-century oil painting by Swedish artist Axel Nordgren (1828-1888) depicts a breathtaking
view across a waterfall towards a partially cloud-covered mountain in the Alps.  A formidable onslaught of rushing
water cascades over boulders - its enduring sound ringing in the ears. A clutch of mature fir trees seems timid in
comparison as fallen forestry lay strewn in its wake. A majestic peak, partially obscured, rises like a behemoth -
while a lone fisherman, swamped by nature, heads towards an alpine chalet. It’s the artist’s description of the
‘sublime’, his interpretation of the natural world through the looking glass of romanticism. He rarely painted on this
scale but when he did, the results were electrifying.  Nordgren studied at the academies of Stockholm and
Düsseldorf, training under Hans Fredrik Gude and Andreas Achenbach. Here, we see the direct influence of Gude,
one of Norway's foremost romantic landscape painters. The elevated perspective reminds us of his ‘Tessefossen in
Vågå in Midday Lighting’.  Drawn to Düsseldorf for its rich artistic ideals, Nordgren worked in a circle of artists
known collectively as the Düsseldorf School. These were...
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