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Robert William Arthur Rouse
RBA, On The Stour, Kent -
Antique Oil Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1083933

Date of manufacture: 1890

Dimensions
Height = 81 cm (31.9")

Width = 117 cm (46.1")

Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

This late 19th-century oil painting by British artist Robert William Arthur Rouse RBA (1867-1951) depicts a
picturesque view on the River Stour in Kent. Rouse was a skilled landscape painter, illustrator and etcher.
Captivated by the enchanting verdancy of the English home counties, Rouse was a man of nature. Going to it,
working predominantly outdoors, and describing its ever-changing moods with a poetic spirit. He enjoyed the
freedom of the open air - simply pitching an easel on a damp riverbank, studying the elements, and painting. An
approach which may seem obvious today, but during the late 19th century it was deemed as ‘modern’.  In 1880,
an art critic described Rouse as a member of “our modern landscape school” who “aim at the portrayal of simple
transcripts of nature, judiciously selected, painted chiefly on the spot, with little regard to traditional rules of
composition and chiaroscuro.” It’s tricky to decipher whether this is a compliment or otherwise. Other artists on
this ‘modern’ list include Alfred de Breanski (1852-1928), David Bates (1840-1921), Joshua Anderson Hague
(1850-1916) and Henry John Yeend King (1855-1924). Each of these opting to abandon stere...
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