SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1232180

Hinton Gibbs Silhouette on
Glass with Trade Label

Price

GBP 240

| USD $327 | EUR 280

Item Reference: SA1232180
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 15 cm (5.9")

Width =12 cm (4.7")

Description

Finely painted on convex glass in black and shades of translucent grey, this silhouette shows a mature lady in a
dress with a frilled bodice, a double ruff collar and a spotted mob cap secured under her chin. The detail of the
lady’s curls has been achieved by scratching the paint with a needle. Gibbs’ silhouettes were originally backed
with wax but this was not robust and often cracked becoming unsightly. Here the wax has been replaced with
card. The silhouette is housed in the original papier-maché frame with a traditional acorn hanger and is backed
with the artist’s trade label reverse which helps date the profile to the early 1800s. Bedfordshire-born Hinton
Gibbs took up silhouette painting whilst pursuing a career in the militia. His painting subsequently became a
full-time occupation upon his discharge from the militia in 1815. Gibbs moved around the country, advertising
locally as he went, and found plenty of work. He was later joined in the business by one of his daughters.
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