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Oil On Canvas Portrait By
Bertram Priestman RA,
Exhibited Royal Academy 1890

Price

GBP 1,750
| USD $2,364 | EUR 2,047

Item Reference: SA1211277

Date of manufacture: Victorian

Dimensions
Height = 60 cm (23.6")

Width = 50 cm (19.7")

Depth = 4 cm (1.6")

Description

An early and important portrait by Bertram Priestman RA (1868–1951), exhibited at the Royal Academy Summer
Exhibition of 1890 when the artist was just twenty-one.  The sitter, an old soldier from Chelsea, almost certainly a
Chelsea Pensioner, is captured in profile with striking atmosphere and sensitivity.  Remarkably well executed for
such a young hand, the work shows Priestman’s natural command of tone and character, catching the sitter with
quiet dignity and an unforced realism.  Later elected to the Royal Academy in 1923 and long regarded as “a
painter’s painter”, Priestman is best known for his landscapes, making this rare early RA-exhibited portrait
especially desirable.  Bertram Walter Priestman RA (1868–1951) was born in Bradford into a prominent Quaker
family and educated at Friends’ schools in Scarborough and York. Initially trained in engineering, he soon turned
fully to art, studying under Edwin Moore and later at the Slade School of Fine Art with Alphonse Legros. He also
worked as studio assistant to Sir William Llewellyn.  Priestman began exhibiting young, showing at the Liverpool
Academy from 1888 and at the Royal Academy from 1890. He became a member of th...
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