SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA823871

Portrait of George Lee ¢c.1700,
by Robert Byng.

Price

GBP 7,850

| USD $10,623 | EUR 9,185

Item Reference: SA823871

Date of manufacture: 1700

Dimensions
Height = 96.5 cm (38.0")

Width = 81 cm (31.9")
Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

Qil on canvas in a very fine carved and giltwood frame; this is the original frame and is a work of art in its own
right. Verso: old label identifying the sitter. This is an extremely charming portrait of a wealthy young boy. As well
as his fashionable cravat, George wears fanciful garments intended to invoke the Classic tradition. This was called
'raising the sitter' and the idea was that the image would not date so quickly and become old fashioned in
appearance. George is standing in a landscape, probably the mythical Land of Arcady, or Arcadia, (a rustic paradise
where beauty, love and truth reigned). This was a fashionable conceit of the time. Thus his bow and arrows seem
likely to relate to Cupid, God of Love, rather than for hunting. ROBERT BYNG (1666 - 1720) was born in
Wiltshire, but is buried in Oxford where he died in 1720, having lived there since before 1714. He was a pupil of,
and very strongly influenced by, Sir Godfrey Kneller (Principal Painter to the King and the most distinguished
Baroque portraitist in England). Byng was especially noted for his portraits of children. Byng's earliest dated
RRLHaitR e 507 7; one of his younger brothers, Edward, wa...
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