
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA469048

Antique Balisht (pillow-bag),
Timuri Tribes, Western
Afghanistan.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA469048

Date of manufacture: 1880

Dimensions
Height = 99 cm (39.0")

Width = 41 cm (16.1")

Description

A tree-of-life rises up from the underworld through the earthly world into the realms of the spirit on a natural
camel-hair field. Like most rugs and bags of the Timuri and Baluch tribes, they are very difficult to photograph.
Their subtle, often dark but wool as shiny as velvet, can be the problem for the camera! This one is no exception
and to see it 'in the wool', shows the colours in a different light. Balishts in near-mint condition like this one are
rare - particularly complete with plain-weave backs. The backs were often removed by unscrupulous rug dealers in
Iran and Afghanistan during the early 20th century onwards, so that the woollen-pile faces could be used as floor
coverings in the West. This balisht, made by Timuri nomads in western Afghanistan around 1890-1900 is very
special and very rare. Size: 99cm x 41cm (3'3" x 1' 4").

Internal Ref: BM1191
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