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SA1108096

Late 16th-Century Catalan
School, Saint Madrona Of
Thessalonica, Patron Saint Of
Barcelona - Antique Tempera
on Panel

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1108096
Date of manufacture: 16th Century

Dimensions
Height = 53 cm (20.9")

Width = 72 cm (28.3")
Depth = 15 cm (5.9")

Description

This remarkable late 16th-century fragment depicts Saint Madrona, the Patron Saint of Barcelona, Spain, holding a
15th-century carrack and the martyr’s palm frond. She stands before a port and what’s presumed to be the
mountain of Montjuic. Produced in around 1580, on the cusp of the Anglo-Spanish War, this enchanting historical
survivor probably once formed part of an altarpiece. Its fixings, many of which are original, have been left intact.
Saint Madrona is a lesser-known Saint of the Catholic Church and very little is recorded about her life. It's believed
that she was born in Barcelona during the third or fourth century and, when orphaned, travelled to live with her
uncle in Greece, where she was martyred in Thessalonica. It's said that following her death, French merchants
purchased her body as a business venture, but every time they tried to leave port, they were forced back by
storms. This may explain her status as the patron saint of sailors. She's venerated in Barcelona and several Catalan
villages, with her feast day on the 15th of March. Stylistically, the work is comparable with those of the Catalan
Gothic painter, Ramon de Mur (1380-1436), who was attached...
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