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Lukas Kirner, Portrait Of
Johann Georg Finckh - Antique
Oil Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1105927
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 82 cm (32.3")

Width = 70 cm (27.6")
Depth =5 cm (2.0")

Description

This charming early 19th-century oil painting by German artist Lukas Kirner (1794-1851) depicts the cloth shearer,
Johann Georg Finckh (1756-1839) drafting correspondence. The age-old craft of cloth shearing was one
component of the flourishing textiles industry in the city of Reutlingen, Germany, during the 19th century. It was a
technical endeavour undertaken by specialists that involved a well-versed multi-step process. Firstly, cloth was
moistened and ‘roughened’ via the application of ‘hand rougheners’, which exposed the wool fibres. Secondly, it
was brought to a frame and brushed to remove any foreign bodies. And finally, it was sheared using large cloth
scissors. Over time, with the advent of industrialization, numerous inventions created efficiencies. Finckh
successfully navigated the cloth shearing ranks and here, when into his autumn years, he’s at the helm of his own
thriving enterprise. Advertisements in the local press refer to apprentices and he probably hired numerous staff.
Finckh’s hometown of Reutlingen is a short distance from Germany’s Black Forest, a historic region steeped in
craft heritage. Particularly known for its decorative woodworking, it pr...
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