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Portrait of the Trench sisters
c.1720; Attributed to Robert
Byng.

Price

GBP 16,500
| USD $22,285 | EUR 19,298

Item Reference: SA745888

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 130 cm (51.2")

Width = 113 cm (44.5")

Depth = 4 cm (1.6")

Description

This is a charming double portrait of the Trench sisters, they look out at the viewer, completely at ease. The
subdued, almost pastel, colouring of their clothes and the youth of the attractive sitters, convey a sense of peace.
The elder holds some pearls, in addition to the ones she wears. The pearl is a symbol of perfection, virginity, and
incorruptibility; it is a symbol of long life and fertility, and because of its lustre it is often considered a moon
symbol. Buried within the oyster shell, the pearl represents hidden knowledge, and it is highly feminine. The
younger sister, also wearing pearls, holds a sprig of jasmine, which, in the language of flowers, symbolises
amiability of character. Both sisters wear flowers in their hair signifying their youth and future fertility. The sitters
are the daughters of Samuel Trench of Ducketts, one of whom, Susan (1713-1753) presumably the younger sister,
married John Berney of Bracon Hall, Norfolk. The manor of Ducketts had come into the possession of the Trench
family in 1660, passing to Samuel who died in 1741, most of the estate then passed to Susan and her husband
John Berney.  ROBERT BYNG (1666 - 1720) was born in Wiltshi...Internal Ref: 9197
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