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Henry Pickering (Circle),
Portrait Of A Gentleman With
A Tricorn - Antique Oil Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1113197

Date of manufacture: 1750

Dimensions
Height = 112 cm (44.1")

Width = 92 cm (36.2")

Depth = 7 cm (2.8")

Description

This charming mid-18th-century English oil painting depicts a debonair gentleman wearing a white silk waistcoat
with elaborate gold embroidery and a dark blue velvet coat. He carries a tricorn under his left arm. Stylistically, the
handling is comparable to the oeuvre of Henry Pickering (c.1720-1770/1771).  Produced during the golden age of
English portraiture, this splendid piece conveys the sitter’s character and status with dextrous handling. It’s an
unabashed display of affluence. The focal point is the waistcoat with its beautifully designed embroidery - framed,
in effect, by the simplicity of the roundnecked coat. It’s a masterpiece. While the coat itself appears to be velvet
and, again, indicates that this is a man of considerable means. It’s similar to the outfit worn in Pompeo Batoni’s
portrait of a young man from c.1760-65.   The positioning of the right hand is an interesting addition as it
demonstrates the artist’s aptitude. Hands were/are challenging to paint and often there was an extra fee for
including them. The hand gesture itself is similar to one seen in Pickering’s portrait of Thomas Johnson from 1759.
Based predominantly in the north of England, Henr...
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