SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1137216

Early 18th-Century French
School, Portrait Of A
Gentleman - Antique Oil
Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1137216

Date of manufacture: 1700

Dimensions
Height = 103 cm (40.6")

Width = 88 cm (34.6")
Depth =7 cm (2.8")

Description

This playful early 18th-century half-length French school portrait depicts a bewigged gentleman pointing to, what
appears to be, a marble tablet. It's somewhat reminiscent of works by Gilles Allou (1670-1751). Attired in an
exceedingly well-tailored ensemble, he's evidently a man of considerable means. His dark blue velvet coat,
probably a ‘justacorps’, is embellished with horizontal bands of elaborate gold embroidery. While the lucious
patterned silk, draped across his right arm, is also elegantly crafted. The glimpse of a red waistcoat is partially
obscured by an ornate lace collar. For context, it's interesting to compare his outfit with that worn by the King of
France in ‘Madame de Ventadour with Louis XIV and his Heirs’' from the same period. At first glance, we
speculated as to whether he could be pointing at a blank canvas, and perhaps this is a self-portrait. However, the
absence of a brush makes this theory unlikely. It's plausible that he could be involved in the marble trade and
indicating, via his confident expression and lavish attire, that his success is built upon the superior quality of his
offering. In the early to mid-18th century, marble was required f...

Seller Details

Brave Fine Art

21 Enterprise Way Arle Road Cheltenham Cotswolds GL51 8LZ
United Kingdom Under appointment only.

Tel: 01684 215986
International Tel: +44 1684 215986



