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SA982943

Joseph Josiah Dodd, Duomo Di
Milano - Large Antique
Watercolour

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA982943

Date of manufacture: 1870

Dimensions
Height = 92 cm (36.2")

Width = 129 cm (50.8")

Description

This 19th-century watercolour by British artist Joseph Josiah Dodd (1809-1880) depicts Milan Cathedral in Italy.
Rising like a Gothic behemoth, the majestic facade of Milan Cathedral. From our view on the Piazza del Duomo,
quaint shop fronts are overshadowed by its awe-inspiring splendour. Taking six centuries to build, it’s one of Italy’s
most recognisable icons. And captured exquisitely by a virtuoso of architecture.  Dodd’s architectural renderings
are a mathematical joy. Each underpinned by his topographical wizardry. He was the British ‘Canaletto’ and a
master of perspective. Unlike many topographers, Dodd often worked on a large scale. Challenging his abilities
with a vast composition. This particular piece is so large, it’s hard to ignore and pulls us into the city itself. You can
almost hear the chatter of merchants as they barter with passing tourists.  Beneath the paint, there’s a partial
underdrawing, which sets out the angles with precise calculations. Sometimes this is referred to as an etched line
but here we believe it’s pencil.  Dodd captured various iconic buildings including the Ponte di Santa Trinita,
Florence, London Bridge, and Rouen Cathedral. With ...
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