SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA462864

After William Hogarth
'‘Enthusiasm Delineated'
Engraving, Issac Mills 1795

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA462864
Date of manufacture: 18th Century
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Height = 68 cm (26.8")
Width = 57 cm (22.4")
Depth =2 cm (0.8")

Description

After William Hogarth, 'Enthusiasm Delineated', engraved by Issac Mills 1795, published by Boydell. Hogarth's
original plate of 'Enthusiasm Delineated' was never published. The plate was extensively reworked by Hogarth
and issued as 'Credulity, Superstition, & Fanaticism: A Medley.' 'Enthusiasm Delineated' is a recreation by Issac
Mills of the Hogarth original and is a satire on Methodist preaching. It depicts a scene in a Methodist chapel, the
preacher holding aloft a pair of puppets, with others hanging suspended from the pulpit. The weeping and ecstatic
congregation holding and kissing their religious icons. A howling dog is wearing a collar titled "Whitfield," a
reference to the notorious Methodist preacher George Whitfield and a fainting woman is being brought around
with smelling salts. The scene also includes two barometers to measure the religious enthusiasm of the
congregation. At the bottom of one of these meters is a faux-medical drawing of 'A Methodist's Brain'. Above the
image, an explanatory paragraph reads: '.... a very curious print designed and engraved by Hogarth of which there
are only two impressions, both of them in the possession of John Irelan...
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