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Edward Robert Smythe, Figures
& Horses On A Beach With
Buildings - Antique Oil Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1138276

Date of manufacture: 1880

Dimensions
Height = 37 cm (14.6")

Width = 60 cm (23.6")

Depth = 4 cm (1.6")

Description

This late 19th-century oil painting by English artist Edward Robert Smythe (1810-1899) depicts a picturesque bay
with buildings, fishing boats, figures and horses. Smythe was a masterly painter of rustic landscapes and an
exhibitor at London’s Royal Academy.  Produced towards the end of his career, this piece from around 1880 is a
fine example of Smythe’s preference for pale light and his respect for traditional crafts. In the foreground, a weary
horse rests alongside various equipment designed to pull fishing boats ashore. Further along the beach, we see
this in action - a second horse, attached to a ‘skid’, drags a vessel onto the beach. One can imagine the artist
marvelling at the strength of these beasts, determined to paint them at work. The location is unknown, but it’s
possibly somewhere in East Anglia, such as Felixstowe, where he visited often. He’s handled the gently rippling sea
particularly deftly as it rolls across the sands. The breakers are illuminated with dashes of impasto. The light, too, is
captured with skill, as it escapes through gaps in passing clouds.  Born in the historic port town of Ipswich, Smythe
possessed a keen interest in drawing from an ea...

Seller Details

Brave Fine Art
21 Enterprise Way Arle Road Cheltenham Cotswolds GL51 8LZ
United Kingdom  Under appointment only.

Tel: 01684 215986
International Tel: +44 1684 215986


