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Johann Heinrich Tischbein
(Circle), Portrait Of A Lady With
Forget-Me-Nots - Antique Oil
Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1047364

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 81 cm (31.9")

Width = 66 cm (26.0")

Depth = 5 cm (2.0")

Description

This beautiful late 18th-century portrait depicts a young lady holding forget-me-nots.  Exquisitely attired in a lavish
pink dress, she’s the personification of elegance. In her right hand, a small posy of forget-me-nots, a symbol of
enduring love and devotion.  The inclusion of flowers in Tischbein’s portraits was designed to communicate the
characteristics of the sitter. Roses are frequently seen, as they convey love, but forget-me-nots are less obvious so
were probably requested by the lady herself. They relate to a German story of chivalry involving a knight and his
beloved.  Legend has it that, while the pair were strolling alongside a river, the lady noticed a delicate spray of blue
flowers, which were about to be dragged under and lost forever. Raising her concerns, the knight dived into the
water to save them but was swept to his death as a result. Realising his fate, he called out ‘forget me not’ (in
German) before disappearing from view. Distraught, the mournful lady chose to wear them for the rest of her life
in honour of his abundant courage.  So with this in mind, what is our lady trying to say about her character? Is she
communicating her faithfulness, her e...
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