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Joseph Walter West, A May
Frost, Early Morning, Rievaulx -
Antique Oil Painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1037710

Date of manufacture: 1920

Dimensions
Height = 93 cm (36.6")

Width = 113 cm (44.5")
Depth =8 cm (3.1")

Description

This early 20th-century oil painting by British artist Joseph Walter West (1860-1933) depicts a view of Rievaulx
Abbey. It's a bitterly cold morning in North Yorkshire as the mediaeval ruins of Rievaulx Abbey peer from beyond
hawthorn trees. It's May and the hawthorns are in blossom, creating a resplendent wall of silvery abundance -
echoing a blanket of ground frost. West was in his sixties when he came here, probably travelling from his home
in Middlesex to undertake various studies. His career was well-established by this point with numerous works
shown at Britain’s more prestigious venues. In 1925, this particular piece was hung at the ‘New Zealand and South
Seas International Exhibition’, which attracted over 3.2 million visitors, more than double the country’s population.
In an obituary, a fellow artist described him as a "rather shy and reserved" man "whose whole outlook on life was a
reflection of his personal integrity and conscientiousness". With this in mind, one can imagine him patiently waiting
behind his easel as the morning sun gently lifted above the horizon. Held in a splendid gilt frame, which is
probably original. Previously sold through Christie’s ...
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