
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA984286

WERNER DEGNER HOHM
FULL-FRAME MODEL CAR

Price

GBP 3,750
| USD $5,065 | EUR 4,386

Item Reference: SA984286

Date of manufacture: 1960

Dimensions
Height = 38 cm (15.0")

Width = 107 cm (42.1")

Depth = 38 cm (15.0")

Description

At the beginning of the 20th century, very few people had any knowledge of how or even why automobiles
worked. The German Chauffer School, founded in 1904, was created to deal with this problem. Part of the driver’s
training was to gain not only an understanding of how to drive, professional etiquette, and road rules, but also to
acquire a practical knowledge of the mechanical systems of automobiles.  In 1934, Emil Hohm, an Opel dealer in
central Germany, and Werner Degener, a driving instruction-manual publisher, recognized the need for an
instructional model (modelle) which was portable and could easily demonstrate the mechanical and operation
functions of the automobile. A true-to-scale model of an Opel Admiral was produced and shown at the 1939
Automobile Exhibition in Berlin.  The model on display is a “late” model- a Kapitan Pale rather than an Opel. While
the 1950s saw a huge increase in the use of plastics, there are still many specially-cast parts present, such as the
grille and headlight surrounds. This use of plastics allowed a transparent engine, so that one could see the
interaction of the gears, valvetrain, pistons and crank. Even the spark plugs “fire” when...
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