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SA979624

17th Century William and Mary
Olive Oyster Marquetry
Escritoire, Circa 1680

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA979624
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 156.5 cm (61.6")

Width = 108 cm (42.5")
Depth = 47 cm (18.5")

Description

A remarkable and extremely rare William and Mary olive oyster and floral marquetry escritoire, concealing eight
secret drawers, circa 1680. England. Attributed to Thomas Pistor. The cross-grain cavetto cornice sits over a
cushion-moulded hidden drawer decorated with three panels of floral marquetry on a ground of ebony. The
banded fall is centred by a large oval of olive oyster bookmatched veneers lined in box stringing and is beautifully
decorated nearly entirely in floral marquetry on an ebony ground depicting spring flowers, birds with metal eyes, a
butterfly, a tarza, and most unusually for English marquetry, a bumblebee. The fall opens on the original lock,
hinges and straps to reveal a silk writing surface and an extensive arrangement of pigeon holes above holly banded
oak lined olive oyster bookmatched drawers around a central cupboard, similarly veneered with the addition of box
stringing. Every other division between the pigeon holes can be pulled out to reveal a secret drawer. Once the
central cupboard is open, you can remove a well-made cross-grain moulded box to reveal a further three drawers.
The cross-grain waist moulded chest consists of two short and tw...

Seller Details

Alexander George Antiques Ltd.

Buscot Manor Buscot Oxfordshire SN7 8DA United Kingdom By
appointment only.

Tel: 07787 536199
International Tel: +44 7787 536199



