SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA960384

American Young Women's
Union Children's In house
Letter Box

Price

GBP 375

| USD $507 | EUR 439

Item Reference: SA960384

Date of manufacture: 1900

Dimensions
Height = 35.5 cm (14.0")

Width =23 cm (9.1")
Depth = 16 cm (6.3")

Description

Of American Historic interest this in-house letter box was created for the children of the Young Women'’s
Institute in Philadelphia, U.S.A. The Young Women'’s Union (YWU) was established in 1885 and formally
incorporated in 1896 as a community service organization and settlement house in Philadelphia. The YWU was
initially led by Frannie Binswanger and thirty other young women from middle class Jewsh families in Philadelphia
who desired to provide services for immigrants, including education and recreation. Binswanger, the daughter of a
Rabbi, was born in Philadelphia and was an active member at Mikveh Israel, now the oldest continuous synagogue
in the United States. The founding mission of the Young Women’s Union’s missions was to provide childcare for
Eastern European Jewish immigrant mothers. The YWU opened a small kindergarten in 1885 at 238 Pine Street,
and was run by unmarried Jewish women. Staff at the kindergarten worked to help immigrant children adjust to
life in Philadelphia through education and the instillment of middle class American values. Though the YWU
slarted smaliitgprograms grew rapidly. Under the YWU, young Jewish girls were encouraged to learn com...
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