SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA937141

The 18th Century George Il
Mahogany Bachelors Chest by
Philip Bell, London

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA937141
Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 78 cm (30.7")

Width = 74.5 cm (29.3")
Depth = 46 cm (18.1")

Description

An extremely rare 18th century George Ill mahogany bachelors chest with brushing slide, by Philip Bell. Circa
1758-1774. London England. The moulded mahogany top sits above a scratch moulded brushing slide over four
oak lined graduated cock-beaded drawers retaining original gilt brass swan neck handles and locks, raised on
original bracket feet. The Maker Philip Bell, St Paul's Churchyard, London (fl. 1758-74) Successor to Elizabeth
Bell and almost certainly her son. His father was probably Henry Bell who also traded at the same address. For a
time he traded in partnership with Elizabeth Bell but appears to have been in sole charge by 1758. Initially, he
used the trade sign of ‘The White Swan'’ as his predecessors had done, but it was in his period of trading that
numbering was introduced to this part of London. Initially, the premises appear to have been numbered 18 St
Paul's Churchyard but this was soon changed to 23. He was a member of the Vintners’ Company, but there is no
evidence to show that he adopted any other trade than that of cabinet maker. The trade labels used by Henry and
Elizabeth were considered outdated and he employed Matthias Darly to engrave a new...
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