SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA847309

Portrait of a Gentleman c.1695;
By John Closterman
(1660-1711)

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA847309
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 145 cm (57.1")

Width = 120 cm (47.2")
Depth =7 cm (2.8")

Description

This exquisite large-scale portrait hung in Kirtlington Park, Oxfordshire - the family seat of the Dashwood family
for almost 200 years. The dining room was widely regarded as one of the most beautiful Rococo rooms in
England. We are grateful to Dr. Malcolm Rogers who has attributed the work to John Closterman and dated the
work to the 1690s, exclaiming “It is an entirely characteristic work of the first phase of Closterman’s independent
activity.” This striking portrait was painted by the leading late-seventeenth century court painter John Closterman
(Johann Kloosterman) circa 1695. The sitter is portrayed in a standard gentlemanly pose for the period with one
arm on his hip and the other resting on a stone ledge, but what is striking is its study of the sitter’s attitude. It
demonstrates the sharp characterisation that is distinctive in the work of this painter. The formula employed in this
portrait appears frequently in his work - the brown/orange robes, a curtain, a column, a balustrade - but the work
stands out in its powerfully imbued sense of the sitter’s character and sense of presence. Held in an exquisite
gilded period frame. John Closterman (1660-c.1711)...
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