
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA838956

Art Deco Period Bakelite Desk
Thermometer by Negretti &
Zambra London

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA838956

Date of manufacture: 1920

Dimensions
Height = 14 cm (5.5")

Width = 5.5 cm (2.2")

Depth = 5.5 cm (2.2")

Description

For sale, an Art Deco period bakelite desk thermometer by Negretti & Zambra.  The base is constructed of a
graduating and turned Bakelite discs with a Bakelite column which has an ivorine engraved scale plate affixed to
the front. The plate shows Fahrenheit readings from 30 to 90 degrees, the maker’s name, “Negretti & Zambra,
London” and company logo engraved to the top. The yellow spirit thermometer is secured to the plate by two
brass clasps with a larger clip surrounding the thermometer bulb for protection.   Bakelite was developed in 1907
by the Belgian-American chemist, Leo Baekeland in New York. It gained monumental popularity in the early part of
the Twentieth Century and Negretti & Zambra were quick to take advantage of the new material. Most of the
examples of the company’s desk thermometers seen today are of wood but the company clearly saw an
opportunity to make ‘fashionable’ household scientific pieces for their retail stores. This is an unusually small and
stylish version of their standard measuring just 14 cm in height.  Negretti & Zambra were a leading name in the
production of meteorological and scientific instruments and have a company history dating back...
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