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Item Reference: SA83441

Date of manufacture:

Description

Qil on canvas in a period 'cassetta’ frame. Portrait of Nicholas Fortescue, aged 31, three quarter length in a
brown slashed doublet, white lace collar and cuffs, with sword and arquebus support. The sitter wears the metal
gorget of an officer which contrasts with the very expensive 'reticella’ lace he also wears. The arquebus
(sometimes spelled harquebus or hackbut) was a primitive firearm used in the 15th to 17th centuries. Like its
successor, the musket, it was a smoothbore firearm although somewhat smaller than its predecessors, which made
it easier to carry.The arquebus was fired by a matchlock mechanism and the arquebusier supported the gun's
barrel with a pole with a forked end when firing. Fortescue was born in East Allington in 1596; his father was
Edmund Fortescue, born 1552, and his mother, Mary (Maria) Champernoune, born 1567. Their ancestor Sir
Richard le Fort came to England with William the Conqueror and was given the name Fort Escue (strong shield)
through having protected Duke William with his shield at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. The family resided at
FashAllingter 4y pouth Devon for many generations; their arms are displayed in the village chu...
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