
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA816946

18th Century George I Domed
Topped Japanned Chinoiserie
Falconry Box, circa 1710

Price

GBP 3,900
| USD $5,317 | EUR 4,551

Item Reference: SA816946

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 8.5 cm (3.3")

Width = 30.5 cm (12.0")

Depth = 25.5 cm (10.0")

Description

A rare and important Queen Anne - George I japanned chinoiserie domed topped box depicting scenes of falconry,
circa 1710-1720. England  Falconry is an ancient sport that has been practised since preliterate times. Stelae
depicting falconry that were created by the Hittites date to the 13th century BCE, and cave paintings from
prehistoric sites may represent even earlier references to falconry. Merchants, adventurers, and Crusaders from
Europe and England became familiar with falconry in the Middle East and on their return home took falcons and
falconers with them. The sport flourished in western Europe and the British Isles in the Middle Ages among the
privileged classes. During the 17th century, after the advent of the shotgun and after the enclosure of open lands
and numerous social upheavals, falconry virtually died out, surviving in Europe largely through the enthusiasm of
members of hawking clubs.  It should be noted that the subject matter of this box is extremely rare and also shows
that instruments were used to test wind speed and direction in the early 18th century.
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