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Portrait of Marie Mancini
c.1660; Studio of Pierre
Mignard (1612-1695)

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA746906

Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 99 cm (39.0")

Width = 83 cm (32.7")

Depth = 7 cm (2.8")

Description

This sublime work is an outstanding example of French portraiture from the 1660’s.  It abounds with ingenious
flourishes and demonstrations of the painter's skill; the rendering of the face and hands is striking and as is the
portrayal of the sumptuous fabrics and their decorative richness.  The sfumato technique employed in the hand
and the pearls affords a softness which is utterly beautiful – the same technique is used for the curl of hair on the
forehead.  These elements are a virtuosic handling of paint.  The graceful pose, sumptuous costume, rich colours,
and brilliant technique are distinctive features of this portrait and it was a type that was in great demand during
the 17th century as it is today.  The reverse of the canvas is inscribed “bonne de Maussabe remy” and the portrait
is contained within a carved and gesso 17th century frame.  This is a superb portrait that Titan Fine Art are proud
to offer.  The portrait represents Marie Mancini (1639-1715) who was the third of the five famous Mancini sisters,
nieces to Cardinal Mazarin, the primary minister of King Louis XIV of France.  She holds a string of 35 pearls which
were given to her as a farewell gift from t...
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