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Edwardian Wimshurst Machine
by Philip Harris of Birmingham

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA740676

Date of manufacture: 1900

Dimensions
Height = 55 cm (21.7")

Width = 49 cm (19.3")

Depth = 26 cm (10.2")

Description

For sale, an Edwardian Wimshurst Machine by Philip Harris of Birmingham.  The Wimshurst influence machine or
electrostatic generator was developed by the British inventor James Wimshurst between 1880 & 1883.  The
machine has a wooden base with two contra rotating glass shellaced discs with 15 original buttoned brass sectors
attached to the front. By turning the handle electrostatic charge is sent to the two glass Leyden jars which sit
either side of the base. Once enough charge has been stored within the jars a spark is released between the two
brass nodes to the front of the machine.  Although this machine has a rubbed ivorine plate,  it is certain to have
been manufactured by Philip Harris & Co of Birmingham as it bears exact similarities to other examples of the
company’s Wimshurst models.  Still in existence today, unusually the company website pays little respect to its
early history. The company began as Thomas Ellis in 1817 and Harris joined the company in 1825. Harris seems to
have taken over the company around 1866 in Birmingham whereafter it grew significantly and it remains a
dominant provider of educational scienitific equipment today.  James Wimshurst was the...
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