SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA726744

Victorian Etruscan Revival
Turquoise 15CT Gold Brooch

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA726744

Date of manufacture: Victorian

Dimensions
Height =2 cm (0.8")

Width =5 cm (2.0")

Description

A showstopper of a brooch, constructed in 15-carat gold studded with fat turquoise cabochons. The colours of
this opulent late 19th century piece are just fabulous, the turquoises are vivid and beautifully complemented by
the unmistakeable rich colour of high-carat gold. The piece is not hallmarked but has been tested as 15-carat gold.
Around 1880 many gold treasures dating back to the ancient Etruscan era (700-300 BC) were being discovered in
[talian tombs, leading to the emergence of the Etruscan Revival as Victorian jewellers sought to recreate the style.
Craftsmen employed considerable skill to make finely detailed pieces using multiple gold working techniques such
as granulation and filigree and typically employing high-carat gold and semi-precious stones. Fifteen-carat gold
pieces are not overly common (in the UK only really used between 1854 and 1932) and as this fineness was
generally used in high quality pieces, it is attractive to collectors. Secures with an early lever catch which locks the
pin firmly in place. In very good antique condition. Size: 5 x 2cm. Weight: 10.5g.
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