SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA715623

A fine and rare 17th Century
Figured Walnut and Seaweed
Marquetry Lace Box

Price

GBP 3,600

| USD $4,908 | EUR 4,201

Item Reference: SA715623
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 13 cm (5.1")

Width =44 cm (17.3")
Depth = 35 cm (13.8")

Description

A fine and extremely rare figured walnut and seaweed marquetry 'lace box', circa.... let’s break it down - Seaweed
marquetry first appeared in English cabinetwork in the late 17th century (Baroque period) though interestingly
originated in Italy. Cross-grain mouldings were popular in England from circa 1675-1740, so through the reigns of
Charles Il, James II, William and Mary, Queen Anne, George | and George Il. The long-grain banding around the
top and frieze helps to reduce that date down to the last half of the 17th century at least and was used as early as
1660. Taking all into account we can confidently say that this box dates from the last quarter of the 17th century,
circa 1675-1690.  The curiously named 'lace box' or 'bible box' veneered in oyster cut hardwoods such as olive,
Kingwood, walnut and marquetry were popular amongst the middle and higher classes of society from circa
1660-1700.
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