
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA694421

RESERVED for G • Arts and
Crafts Art Nouveau Enamel and
Pearl Silver Necklace

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA694421

Date of manufacture: Victorian

Description

The English Arts & Crafts movement (c.1880-1910) championed hand made pieces with an emphasis on
craftsmanship and the aesthetics of design to create beauty rather than intrinsically valuable materials such as
diamonds. Natural baroque pearls, silver and uncut stones were considered preferable to precious gemstones, and
the art of enamelling was prized for its ability to let the maker express their creativity. Peacock colours, such as the
deep emerald green central to this piece, were especially popular.  Original Arts & Crafts pieces like this are
becoming harder and harder to find. This necklace is a stunning example and still so wearable today. The enamel
centrepiece practically glows, morphing from a dark bottle green through a brighter leaf green centre down to a
mermaid turquoise.  The top pearl, set deeply into its bezel, is a shining greyish-blue plaque while the bottom pearl,
with a much higher profile, is whiter, with a softer-sheen matt nacre.  The piece hangs on a fine silver chain with
its original slim tongue and box clasp which fixes securely.  Overall in very good antique condition but... the enamel
is damaged at the bottom point and the middle of the top ...
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