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SA689646

Portrait of Richard Tomkins
(c.1532-1603) circa 1575;
English School
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Item Reference: SA689646
Date of manufacture: 16th Century
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Dimensions
Height = 107.5 cm (42.3")

Width = 88 cm (34.6")
Depth =7 cm (2.8")

ARV

Description

This exquisite oil on panel portrait descended from the sitter through the family for almost 450 years, until recent.
It is a splendid survival from the Elizabethan era - the golden age in England’s history. Portraiture occupied a
central place in 16th century British painting. Artists portrayed their clients in the manner set out by the terms of
the commission. They were almost always intended to convey the sitter’s social status and rank in society. The
fundamental principle governing all Tudor and Jacobean portraits is the recording and defining in visual terms the
position of a sitter in society. The expensive fabrics, the attire, and the grand coat-of-arms as seen in the present
portrait proclaim to every onlooker that this is a superior being. In Elizabethan collections there was a total
absence of painter’s names and they were often unrecorded and deemed unimportant. This confirms that to the
Elizabethan mind the recording of human likeness was connected with this concept of fame and social rank and
the motivation of the great collections of the time was not aesthetic but dynastic; the idea of a painting as a work
of art never existed, it was primarily an ex...
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