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Portrait of a Lady c.1645-1650;
Attributed to Dirck Dircksz van
Santvoort (c.1609-c.1680)

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA672138
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 84 cm (33.1")

Width = 72 cm (28.3")
Depth =7 cm (2.8")

Description

The author of this striking oil on panel portrait was a painter of considerable talent and ability to render with great
realism. It can be dated to between 1645 to 1650 based on the attire, in particular the layered collar. During this
period two or three transparent white lawn collars, often lace-trimmed, were layered falling diagonally from the
shoulders. During the proceeding five years it was fashionable to wear three transparent layers, but along with
two layers falling vertically, a third layer followed the contour of the arm. The lace is a clue to her family’s wealth
as much is the expensive black dyed fabrics. Lace collars varied considerably within certain periods and were
prized possessions (they are often listed in inventories of estates). Lace was often even more expensive than
jewellery and the extraordinary shimmering quality of the costly fabric (black was the most expensive fabric to dye)
is of the highest quality and de rigueur for the upper and wealthy mercantile class in Dutch society. Black was not
the dominant colour for everyday apparel but a popular colour to be depicted in when having one’s portrait
painted. Details of dress in Dutch formal...
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