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Portrait of a Royalist Officer,
17th Century, Follower of
William Dobson (1611-1646)

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA664813
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 89 cm (35.0")

Width = 78 cm (30.7")
Depth =8 cm (3.1")

Description

Qil on canvas. Standing proud, a handsome and youthful Royalist officer from the English Civil war is portrayed in
armour wearing an eye-catching sash over his shoulder. His long fair hair displays a natural wave and was popular
in the seventeenth century and his attire demonstrates importance and prowess. The style and type of this
portrait was popular in England in the middle of the 17th century when the English Civil war was raging
throughout the country. The artist was from the 17th Century English School and would have been familiar with
the works of William Dobson, who has been described as the most distinguished purely British painter before
Hogarth. Sashes were as much a military necessity as they were fashionable dress. First worn to distinguish
opposing combatants on the battlefield they denoted rank and allegiances. By the middle years of the 17th
century they were an accessory for men - there are lavishly decorated examples in portraits from the 1630s to
1650s, sometimes worn with buff coats and breastplates. Very little is known about William Dobson or his work
before 1642 when, during the Civil War, he moved with Charles I's court to Oxford. Charles'...
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