SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA644229

A pair of Besler Engravings,
white mustard & Myagrum, and
Ageratum.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA644229
Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 54 cm (21.3")

Width = 44.7 cm (17.6")
Depth = 3.5 cm (1.4")

Description

A pair of Besler Engravings, white mustard & Myagrum, and Ageratum. Copper engravings with fine hand colour.
The plates are from ‘Hortus Eystettensis’, one of the earliest and most famous works in the field. It is a pictorial
record of the flowers grown in the greatest German garden of its time, that of Prince Bishop of Eichstatt, Johann
Conrad von Gemmingen. The garden was begun by Joachim Camerarius in 1596 and after his death in 1598,
completed by Basil Besler, a pharmacist from Nuremberg. A visitor, Philipp Hainhofer, in 1611 marvelled at the
eight gardens, each containing ‘flowers from a different country; they varied in the beds and flowers.’ It is one of
the earliest records of flowers from a specific documented garden. Besler was asked to complete the work by
Gemmingen in 1606; the huge nature of the task was clear to Besler and he enlisted the help of his younger
brother Hieronymus and Ludwig Jungermann, a nephew of Camerarius. Printing the Hortus may have begun as
early as 1607. Drawings were made in situ and from specimens sent by the Bishop to Nuremberg; the Bishop
[eRosteddo fdainhefepaat he had boxes of fresh flowers sent every week to Besler for sketchin...
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