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Vice Admiral Colpoys
(1742-1821) Coloured Naval
Portrait Engraving
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Item Reference: SA623888

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 66 cm (26.0")

Width = 52 cm (20.5")

Depth = 4 cm (1.6")

Description

Colpoys was the son of John Colpoys, a Dublin attorney and Registrar to Chief Justice William Yorke. His mother
was a Miss Madden whose mother was Anne, daughter of Edward Singleton, an alderman of Drogheda in Ireland. -
Admiral Sir John Colpoys, GCB (c. 1742 – 4 April 1821) was an officer of the British Royal Navy who served in
three wars but is most notable for being one of the catalysts of the Spithead Mutiny in 1797 after ordering his
marines to fire on a deputation of mutinous sailors.  - Although this event resulted in his removal from active duty,
Colpoys was a capable administrator who remained heavily involved in staff duties ashore during the Napoleonic
Wars and was later a Lord of the Admiralty, Knight Companion of the Order of the Bath (later a Knight Grand
Cross) and Governor of Greenwich Naval Hospital. - He is believed to have entered the Royal Navy in 1756 at the
outbreak of the Seven Years' War and certainly served in the Siege of Louisbourg in 1758 and the Capture of
Martinique four years later. His service in these campaigns was not especially notable, but they were to be almost
his only experience of action with the enemy.[1] While serving at Martiniqu...Internal Ref: 0778/A
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