SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA594004

William IV Porcelain Desk
Thermometer by Minton
Potteries, Staffordshire

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA594004

Date of manufacture: 1800

Dimensions
Height = 18 cm (7.1")

Width = 13 cm (5.1")
Depth =5 cm (2.0")

Description

For sale, a rare William 1V porcelain desk thermometer with brass scale plate by Minton. Comprised of a porcelain
surround with pillars to either side, and with floral and scalloped rococo type reliefs detailed in gold and gilt. It
holds a brass engraved scale plate showing 30 to 100 degrees of Fahrenheit. No further markings are present on
the base or on the scale plate to provide guidance to the source of its manufacture. The confirmation that this is
an example of Minton’s early output are recorded in the company’s design books from the period and were
discovered again by Geoffrey Godden in the late 1960’s and largely reprinted for his book entitled, “Minton
Pottery & Porcelain of the First Period 1793 - 1850”. Prior to Godden's discovery, many of Minton's ornamental
wares were considered to have been manufactured by other famous potteries of the period. This somewhat
unusual piece is entered as design number 35 in 1830 and an image is included of the original sketch. This
unlikely manufacturer of scientific instruments, the famous potteries of Minton in Staffordshire was established in
1793 by Thomas Minton and it from this early period of the company’s history und...
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