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Art Deco Period German
Wimshurst Machine by Voltana

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA586065

Date of manufacture: 1920

Dimensions
Height = 37 cm (14.6")

Width = 32 cm (12.6")

Depth = 16 cm (6.3")

Description

For sale, a German 1920’s Wimshurst electrostatic machine by Voltana in full working order.  Maintaining its two
original ebonite disks, this Wimshurst has been lovingly restored back to working order and sparks beautifully.
Unlike some of its predecessors, this particular model was conceived as a versatile experimental model which
would allow for ancillary equipment to be attached to the machine. In recognition of this, it has circuit breakers at
the base of the leyden jars and at the top bar which would allow the user to divert the generated static electricity
to alternative devices if required. The Wimshurst will still work whether the breakers are engaged or not, but the
spark will be lessened when disengaged as it reduces the amount of charge collected at the leyden jar.    The
Wimshurst influence machine or electrostatic generator was developed by the British inventor James Wimshurst
between 1880 & 1883.  The machine has a cast iron base with two contra rotating ebonite discs with 30 metal
sectors attached to the front. By turning the handle electrostatic charge is sent to the two glass leyden jars which
sit either side of the base on brass plates. Once enough char...
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