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Ming Dynasty Terracotta
Funerary Table from China,
15th-16th Century.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA574778

Date of manufacture: Before 1700

Dimensions
Height = 17.5 cm (6.9")

Width = 25.5 cm (10.0")

Depth = 16.5 cm (6.5")

Description

A rare Ming dynasty terracotta funerary table from 15th-16th century China. This table was made with terracotta
during the Ming Dynasty and displays a variety of elements of food and drink. This small item is a typical Chinese
altar, painted in green with tempera. Modelled and painted miniature food and drinks are arranged on it. Called
Mingqi, these kinds of terracotta models were traditionally placed in the Chinese burials for the wealthy deceased,
in order to assist the them in the afterlife, a practice that dates back to the Neolithic Period.  Mingqi: sometimes
referred to as "spirit objects" are Chinese burial goods. They included daily utensils, musical instruments, weapons,
armour, and intimate objects such as the deceased's cap and bamboo mat.  Mingqi also could include figurines of
soldiers, servants, musicians, polo riders, houses, and horses. Mingqi served to provide the deceased with
necessities and comforts in the afterlife. The deceased person's corporeal spirit was said to remain in the realm of
the tomb while the ethereal spirit ascended to heaven. To appease the deceased's corporeal spirit  mingqi that
were relevant and liked by the deceased were placed i...Internal Ref: 9094
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