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SOLD....Portrait of Thomas
Robinson; 17th c. English
School

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA54101

Date of manufacture:

Description

Oil on canvas in good quality 18th c. carved and giltwood frame; the sitter painted within a feigned oval.   Bears
the inscription 'Thomas Robinson of Rookby Park in the County of York Esq' below the Robinson coat of arms.  To
the bottom left the numeral '4' (probably an old inventory number). Upper left, faintly visible, another Robinson
armorial bearing, painted over.  Before buying Rokeby from Sir Thomas Rokeby in 1610 the Robinsons lived for
generations at the White Hall, Kendal. Rokeby Park (which is actually just across the Yorkshire border in County
Durham) was rebuilt in the 18th c. as a Palladian mansion.  In the 19th c. Sir Walter Scott wrote his epic ballad
'Rokeby' there.   THOMAS ROBINSON was born in 1590, son of William and Mary Robinson (daughter of Thomas
Hill of Thornton, Yorks). He had a brother John (who became Vicar of Burminster, Yorks) and a sister Catherine
(who married firstly Percival Philips and secondly Richard Smith). Thomas married at Rokeby in 1621, his wife was
Francis, daughter of Leonard Smelt of Kirkby Fleetham, Yorks; they had eight children.  Thomas was a barrister and
in the Civil War he supported Parliament, believing right was on the...Internal Ref: 8504a
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