SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SAS539035

1929 Harwood Automatic 18K
Gold Wristwatch

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA539035

Date of manufacture: 1920

Dimensions
Height =2 cm (0.8")

Width =2 cm (0.8")
Depth =1 cm (0.4")

Description

A very rare 18K gold Harwood automatic wristwatch, dating to 1929. A silvered dial with a 'pinstripe’ effect and
black Arabic numerals. An aperture above 6 o'clock surrounded by a star, indicating wether the watch is in the
running mode. A rotating bezel with fluted edges to the front of the case which controls the movement of the
hands. The design of the watch case with no crown was intended to seal the watch from any dust which could get
in whilst winding or adjusting hands. A 15 jewel automatic bumper style mechanism, marked patent numer
106583. case inner marked with London import marks for 1929. The mechanism is signed 'Harwood Self Winding
Watch Co'. The inner case back bears the number 92758. John Harwood was an English watchmaker who
wanted to counteract the effects of dust and moisture had on other watches at the time. His design incorporated
a bezel which rotated to adjust the hands backwards and forwards, therefore no dust or moisture could get in
through a crown. His design of an early version of a 'bumper' self winding movement was the first mass produced
automatic mechanism in history. The design was later used as a base for many other watchmaking brands, ...
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