
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA530106

Chinese Lacquered Leather
Document Box, Shanxi
Province, C19th.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA530106

Date of manufacture: 1860

Dimensions
Height = 12 cm (4.7")

Width = 42 cm (16.5")

Depth = 14 cm (5.5")

Description

This handsome Qing Dynasty document box, from the Shanxi region of China, has an aesthetically outstanding
form. The domed rectangular shape has almost architectural characteristics defined by its refinement of line,
proportion and curvilinear shaping.    This beautifully worn patination of the tightly stretched lacquered leather
domed top has an elegant refinement. The vellum interior remains well preserved. After about 150 years of use
inevitably there are some small damages to the leather top and one corner (both illustrated). The box remains
completely unrestored in original state.  The stitching and metal ware are pared to a decorative and functional
minimum, to enhance the elegantly simple lines. On the front is a cloud shaped lock with pin sets on a round metal
plate.   Functionality is an imperative in Chinese antiques: these boxes were practical and decorative pieces for
storage of valuables and documents, and they are equally suited for this today, being displayed on desks,
mantelpieces and tables.  Their simplicity of shape and lustre of mellowed leather finish complements both Asian
and Western interior design.  The box also represents a good example of how la...Internal Ref: JB
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