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Description

Portrait of Heinrich Francken
Sierstorpff, 17th Century, oil on
panel

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA456238
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 106 cm (41.7")

Width = 85 cm (33.5")
Depth =5 cm (2.0")

In this methodically composed and executed portrait the sitter has been depicted standing beside a plinth in an
interior with a draped curtain. On the wall hangs a family crest from a peg and upon a ledge there is a hourglass.
The Latin inscription identifies the sitter as Heinrich Francken Sierstorpff (1579-¢.1653), who was a German
Catholic theologian and an important ecclesiastical individual. The book he is holding alludes to his profession as a
Rector of Cologne University and ‘censor librorum ordinaries’ which was someone in the Catholic Church who
approved books for the church authorities. Sierstorpff was in 1624 priest at Cologne Cathedral (see photo), which
today is Germany's most visited landmark attracting 20,000 people a day. The period in which the sitter lived was
a period of great uncertainty. By 1617 Germany was bitterly divided amongst religions. This era saw The Thirty
Years' War which was fought between 1618 and 1648 on principally the territory of today's Germany and it
involved most of the major European powers. It began as a religious conflict between Protestants and Catholics
and gradually developed into a general war involving much of Europ...
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