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Portrait of a Lady, British
c.1695; Attributed to Thomas
Murray (1663-1734)

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA451595

Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 95 cm (37.4")

Width = 83 cm (32.7")

Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

Oil on canvas.  A fine c.1695 portrait of a lady wearing a blue silk dress over a white frilled chemise and completed
with a crimson mantle.  The work is attributed to one of the most successful and talented artist during the period,
Scottish artist Thomas Murray (1663-1734).  It is not surprising that Murray painted the portraits of King William
III, Queen Mary, and Queen Ann as well as a number of other high-ranking people as his finesse and virtuoso
treatment is abundant.  The influence of Sir Godfrey Kneller is expected considering the importance of Kneller,
and even though the formula employed for head and shoulders portraits of woman during the period is similar,
Murray’s work is distinguishable by a refined and elegant manner and a smooth overall feel.  Other known
examples of Murray’s work are strikingly similar in the handling, the modelling, and identical use of the three
drapery colours.    A fine and eloquent example of British portraiture.   Thomas Murray (1663-1734) was of
Scottish origins.  He was a pupil and assistant of John Riley and establishing a profitable career.  It was accounted
that Murray “was remarkable for his personal beauty, it is said, and f...
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