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Portrait of an Officer, 18th
Century, French School

Price
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Item Reference: SA448650

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 99 cm (39.0")

Width = 79 cm (31.1")

Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

Oil on canvas.  In this intriguing portrait, a gentleman has been depicted in formal officer’s attire of a black coat
with a wide gold lapel with silver buttons and epaulettes, a white frilled chemise, stock and lace cravat.  He is
wearing a black bicorn hat decorated with braided cockade and a large black plume.  Three aiguillettes are draped
from the shoulder across his waistcoat and threaded through a button hole.  A baton of command signifies an
elevated rank and the badge of honour is similar to the L’Ordre de Saint-Esprit.    There is a long history of military
portraiture.  Officer rank was understood as a means of upholding personal and familial honor, affirming the
nobility’s service to the Crown and justifying its privileges.  In France, this formula had lost some of its popularity
by the late 18th century; the humiliating defeat of The Seven Years War had taken a toll on French military vanity
and the nobility’s relationship with the King was increasingly adversarial.    This is a large and interesting naval
portrait from around the time of the French Revolution.  Held in a good quality frame.  Measurements: Height
99cm, Width 79cm framed (Height 39”, Width 31”...
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