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Portrait of Lady Mary Villiers
C.1640; Attributed to Theodore
Russell.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA444261
Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 65 cm (25.6")

Width = 32 cm (12.6")
Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

Qil on panel in gilded frame. This is a superb quality portrait in fine condition. The elaborate frame is in the French
style and presents this lovely portrait like a jewel in a rich gold setting. A reduced version of Van Dyck's original.
These small size portraits after Van Dyck were the speciality of Russell and of Van Leemput. LADY MARY
VILLIERS was the daughter of 1st Duke of Buckingham and Katherine Manners and, raised with the royal children,
she was a favourite of James | and Charles |. She was married three times. In 1626 she was betrothed to Charles
Herbert, son of Philip, who subsequently succeeded as 4th Earl of Pembroke. They were married on 8 January
1635, but Herbert died a year later, leaving a 13 year-old widow. Her second marriage was to James Stuart, Duke
of Lennox (afterwards Duke of Richmond), a cousin of Charles I, on 3 August 1637. Whilst living at King Charles |
exiled court at Oxford between 1643 and 1645, Mary was rumoured to have had an affair with Prince Rupert of
the Rhine. The Duke of Richmond died in 1655, and Mary left for the exiled Royalist community in Paris. After the
Restospbignshesreturned to the English Court and became Lady of th...
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